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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing Nationa! Register Form:s {(National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking 'x'" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requebted information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter ““N/A"" for “'not 3pp|tcable For functions, siyles, materials,
and zrzas of significanco, enter only the categories and subcategories !isted in the instructions. For additional space use continuation shasts

(Form 10-900a). Typo all entries.

3. Name of Property :
historic_name : Hunt, Joseph P., Farm

other names/site humber

2. Lacation

strev! & number State Road 1514 . N /1A Trot for publication
city, town Dexter : X Tvicinity
state North Carolinaode NC county Granville code 077 zip code2 /565
3. Ciassification
Owneiship of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ X private [ ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
,:__J public-lceal (X district ““g o 1 buildings
[_] putlic-State [ Jsite sites
[} pubtic-Federal [ Istructure ___?____ — _structures
[_] object - _ _objects
];_2_ __~ Total
Name m‘ related m mple prop e mtmg Number of contributing resources previously
Historic ané h ctural Resources of listed in the National Register 0

Granville CountL N . L .
4. State/Fecieral Agency Certification

s the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
@(womnauon D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Registgr of Hlslonc Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
Inimy o jq ne pro Ddo not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet. OC'

/Lq/,. é-/‘/

Signature o‘ ccmfylnq ofﬂc;al 1/ bate
~_State Historic Preservat Officer

Stale or.Federal ‘agency and bureau

In my oplmon, the property [_Imeets __ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ see continuation sheet.

Signature of comimenting or other official Date

State or FFederal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Dentéfed in the National Register.
[] See continuation shset.
[:]determined eligible for the National
Reyister. r_] See continuation sheet. .
[} determined not eligible for the
National Register.

E} removed from the National Register. L
[-_] other, {exglainy

Signature of the Kecper Dats cf Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic-single dwelling

Agriculture/Subsistence

7. Description

Architertural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revivall

__cher: vernacular

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick
walls weatherboard
roof asphalt
other wood
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

@ See continuation sheet
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Set up & lovg gravel lane, across Goose Creek and behind &
white picket ferce, the Joseph F. Humt Houwse is a  traditional
two—story, cne-yoom deep structure with a trim Greek  Revival
style fFfinish. Turrned south mear the top of & gentle but steady
rise, it surveys pastuwres to its Front, intact log and  frame
cutbuildings to its sides and further pastuwres - reclaimed from
wood land  that had itself once been cultivated fields — to its
rear.

Built arouand 1844, the house sits on the cusp  of two
related, traditiomnal nineteenth centwy forms — the sguat two-
story tall, ocre-rvoom deep, hall—-parlor plan of the first thirvrd of
the rineteenth centuwry, and the more atternwated center—hall plar,
alss  two stories tall and one-room deep, of the mid and late
cerntury. Its  form  and finish wutilize the commorn  elemernts  of
these formsa: three bays cross its fronmt facade, the first flooe
of which is shaded by a Colonial Revival style porch built in the

13208 by Lawrie RBreedlove in place of the original porchsy  the
decorative pattervboards of twa boxed cornices, and  exterioe
brick chimreys with freestanding stacks — one dated December 3,
1853 -~ accent its flush pgable ends; and an 1870s ell, sided, by
its  own owme-—story poreh, progjects from its rear. The house’s
transitional rnatwe is apparent at the slightly asymmetyical
placement of its frocot bays, at its lovg wirne—aver—one, fnl) g =

miive—over-nine, firet floor windows, and at its relatively squat
o Ite plan, too, is caunht in the shift from the hall-parlor
ta the full-blown center-hall, Said to have been built
criginally  with onmly a hall and parlor downstairs, it was sarly
altered to a center-hall plan, though its stair remaired boxed.

Symmetrical, rectilinear lives are the heart of the Greek
Revival style Ffirnish of the front block of the house and  its
18708 two-story ell. Simple raised rectilinear surrounds enframe
the interior and exterior opernings of both floors of the ell and
the second Floor of the front blococky the first floory of the fronmt

block is finished with flat-arngled swrrounds. Symmetrically and
simply articulated post and lintel mantels serve the rooms  of
both house and ell. Now refinished, at least orne of the mantels
- that of the west downstairs »oom, the parlor - was aonee
marbleized in black and gray. Flush—sheathed wainscoting, it
cevtral yun  of  parnels formed of immense hand-plarned boards,
adorrns the downstairs and upstairs rooms of the fromt  blaock. 8]
variety of original flat-parneled doors are still in place in the

plaster-walled front block of the house. Those of the downstairs
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of the fromt block have an umusual six panel arrangement of  two

pairs of vertical parels divided by sivgle horizontal ornes. The
tdoors above are similarly finished, but with ore less panel, the
uppermsst horizontal cone. Two side by side vertical panels, the

most  commov Greek Revival style dooe treatment ivm the coounty,
ek the doors of the board-walled ell.

The two-story kKitchern and dinmivng yoom ell, as indicated by
the presence of windows and weatherboards at the transverse hall
that divides the ell from the main block, was a later additionm to
the house. It took the place of a detached structuwre that served
the same purpose. A second stair rises from the transverse hall
to a room above the dining room called the "peddler’s  room' by
Hurmt family descendants. It is said by the family that any
paddler in the vicinity krnew he would have a warm place to  stay
if  he could reach the farm by wnightfall. The yoom  above  the
kitohery called the "cook’s yoom” by  family descendants, was
reached by vet ancother stair, which has since beern removed.
Originally out off from the rest of the upstairs, the room’s
isolation was ended when a door was cut through the back of  a
closet in the peddler’s voom.

At the east side of the ell is a porch - screened in  in
recent years by the house’s present cwners, bthe Lawrsens -~ with a
gmall rear enclosed yoon. Drawrn in black ink oo an  interior
board  iw this room, wncovered during work on the poreh, is the
statement "D. M. Hurmt bory July 20, 1859, " which was perhaps

written by Hurmt whewn the ell was erected. T the west of the ell
is  a screened enclaswre and & ron-contributing house  trailer,
which was put in place five years ago by Bette Lauwrsen to  house
her mother.

The 81 acre farm includes, besides the house ["A"  on
accomparty i sketch mapl, trailer ["B"]1  and combribut ing
pastures, miine wmeatly maintaired contyibuting cutbuildings that
once served an extremely wide range of ruwral and farm activities.
Too the west of the house is a small, frame, late nmireteenth
century outbuilding [C1 that was once an  ordering house. Its
weatherboards have been pulled away, revealing the infill of
storne  and olay that ornece insulated it. A second, smaller,
insulated structwre — the old potato house [G] - stands amidst
the main body of cutbuildivngs to the house's other side. Built
of diamond--notohed logs late in the rnineteenth o early in the
twerntieth cenbury, its roof  is padded with a thick layer of
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sawdust. Three other similarly constructed log outbuildings
stand on the property, a covn orib CF1 probably built around the
same time as the potato house and two tobacceo barns [T and  J1
likely raised in the early twerntieth century. Frame conmstruction
was used foor the remaining fouwr ontbuildings: a small smokehouse
D1 and large horse barn [HI, both praobably built in the early
twerntieth cerntury: a substantial late rineteenth century
packhouse [KI1: and an wiusual combination icehouse/carriage house
CET, which was raised late in the nirneteenth oy early ivn  the
twerntieth century. A dirt-walled ice pit, reached through thick
goors set iv the floor on one side of the building, was extended
deep berneath the remainder of the latter buildiwng, allowing its
flooy to be used for carriages and eqguipment. The packhouse,
toe, has an wusual featwre:; painted on ome of its walls is the
declaraticwr "Dort Spit in Here. fMar. 9. 1881, " perhaps added
whern the building was used for the commencement exercises of a
nearby black school.”

The farm also retains a comtributing  archaeclogical site,
the site of the former Breedlove Mill [L1. A large building
standing two o three stories tall oo the rovrthern bank of Goose
Creak, it was woperated by Johrn Hervry Breedlove. After his death
ivn 1910 it was used for stoyvage; all that remains of it now  isg
part of its rock fouwndatiorn.

chtobew =8, 1987, interview with Evelyn Breedlove, great-—
granddaughter of Joseph . Hunt, who was raised on the farm.

“interview with Evelyn Breedlove, October 28, 1987.

=

“Interview with Evelyrn Breedlove, October 28, 1987. According to
M. Breedlave there was a black school on the hill  behind  the
house, v adjacent Breedlove  property not diveloaded  in this
momivat o, This hill - which tops aout  at 631 feet,
approxXximately 100 feet higher than the house — was called
"Breadlove's Mouwntain" or simply "The Mountain'" and the school
was accordingly called "The Moumtain  Schosl. ! Mes. Ereedlove
remembers  commencements being held in the packhouse early in the

century.

4Imter*view with Evelyn Breedlove, October 28, 1387.



8. Statement of Significance -
Certitying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[:] nationally [ Istatewide @ locally

Applicable National Register Criteria @A [ Xjc [ b ‘
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ I8 [ Jc [Io [ JE [IF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca. 1844-1937 ca 1844
Agriculture

— Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Sl\i]gnific;mt Person
/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] see continuation sheet
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The Joseph P Hurt Farm spans two of Granville County’s
major historical periads, ites  farmhouse buailt late in  the

planmtation era,y ancd  dts  outbuildings raised in the late
niveteenth and early twerntieth centuwries in the midst of the
fbvight leaf era. With its mix of traditiomal foorms and stylish
Greek Revival finmish, the farmhouse — built arcuwnd 1844 for small
planter Hunmt - represents ruwral life and architectwral form  and
fashion during the planmtatiorn era. (See Historic Conmtext 1 - The
Frlamtation Era in Granville County, 1746-186% — and Froperty Type
= = Greek Revival and Romantic 8S8tyle Dwellings) Covtivaing  in
use as the home of a bright leaf tobacco farmer after the Civil
War, ard complemented by an  array of tobacco  and  other
outbuildings  from  the late wnirneteenth and early twentieth
centuries, the houwse and farm are also represerntative of  rural
life duwring the bright leaf era. (See Historic Context & -
Eright lLeaf Tobacco and Rural Granmville County, 1866-1937 - and

Fyoperty Type & — Outbuildings)

Joseph P Hurt acquired 250 acres of larnd iv the Abram’s
F*lains District for $800. 00 in 1844 and %howtly thereafter raised
his dwelling [Deed Rook 13, Fage 4831.° At the taking of the
18530 federal cernsus, Hunmt was 35 yvears old, his wife, Martha
Crews (1820-18868&), was 30, and their son and three daughters

ranged iwn age from ten to two. Their ownership of six slaves
placed _them in the middle of the slaveholding class in the
county.

The house and farm remained ivn the Hunmt family until 1370,
It was passed orn by the Hunts to their daughter, Husan (1846
1916), and  her husband, Jobhr Ha Breedlove [Will of Joseph P
Humt, Bood 23, Fage 3713 Deed RBook 36, Pape 62 (18881, who in
turrn left it to their sorn and daughter—in—law, Laurie (1875-1929)
and Rebecca (Rice) BEreedlove [Deed Book 72, Pape 4931. The last
family wmembers to awn the house and farm were the Breedloves
daughters, Mildred Lyon and Evelyn Breedlove, whao irnherited it
From their mather iw 1954 [Will Book 31, FPage 4841. They sold it
iv 1970 [Deed RBook 203, Frage 463 and it was acquired by its
present ocwners, Doanm and Bette Laursen, ivi 19735 [Deed Book 207,
Fage S9347.

The house is gignificant as a traditiornal structure in
transition from the squat, two—story, cne-rocn deep hall—-parior
plam of the first third of the nirveteenth centuwry to the more
atteruwated center-hall plarn of the remainder of the century.
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Relatively squat, with asymmetrically placed front bays and a
boxed rakher than open runm of stairs, it nonmetheless has a center
hallway.  Its finish is also significant as a modest but almost
complete use of the Greek Revival style, from  the railsed
rectilirear and flat-angled moldings to the post and lirntel
martels and flat-paneled doors. Evar the Greek Revival finish of
the house retains some earlier decorative elements, foor instead
mf  molded baseboards, the front block rooms are decorated  with

tall, flush-—sheathed wainscoting.

Located im a striking swell of pasture, the house'’'s
cutbuildings  are significant for their representation of  farm
1ife and constructicon techrnigues during the byight leaf era.
Built irm the late mineteenth and early twentieth centuries, their
comstructicn runs the gamut from noteohed lags — the corn crib and
tobaces  barnms  — to frame -~ the smokehouse, icehouse/carriage
house, horse  barr and packhouse ~ to insulated frame and log  —
the ordering houwse and potato house, respectively. The packhouse
retains a messapge on an intevior wall - "Domt Spit in Here.
Mar. 9. 1881" - which seems to confirm its purported early use as
the commencement site forr a nearby black school. And  the
icehouse/carriage house is the only krnown oubbuilding with sueh a
dual  usage suweviving in the county. From commencements to  ilce
cutting, to tobaces  cuwring  and  carriage  rides, the farm’'s
satbuildings  provide an unusually diverse image of ruwral life in
the county dueing the bright leaf era.

1thevview with Evelyn Breedlove, great-granddaughter of Joseph
. Hunt, October 28, 1987.

L':.F‘H: the taking of the rnext federal census in 1860, 53
county’s 1,006 slaveholders owned betweern & and 9 sl
median holding was just under 7 slaves.

Cof the
H the

“Irterview with Evelyn Breedlove, October &8, 1287.
4
"Trterview with Evelyn Breedlave, October &8, 1987.

“Hart of the journal of Laurie Breedlove (1875-1329), written
dirinmg  the harvest seasonm arcund the tuwen of the century, also
brivngs the bright leaf farm to life. In short, concise entries,
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Freedlove mentions suckering, putting up and curing tobaccm;
building tobacco barms o his farm and o those of hi; ﬁglghbmrﬁ;
pullimg fodder; raising oatsy making molasses; and finding "Mary
s best mileh cow in a mire dead a very heavy loss, He also
talks about politics and electionms; funeralss the weather; and
visiting, and being visited by, friends.



S. r'é%g'Lor Bibliographical References

: ESee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [ State historic preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the National Register [:]Other State agency
[:Jpreviously determined eligible by the National Register DFederaI agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark |:|Looaf government
Drecorded by Historic American Buildings DUniversity
Survey # [ Jother
[:] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #____ .

10. Gieographical Data L
Acreage of property ___approximately 81 acres ‘

UTM References

ALL7)  71,9182.0! [ 4012 88,70 B 1,7 | 711982 0] K,0]2 96,0,
Zoihe  fasting Northing Zone  Easting Morthing
cil7i L72;00 43,0 [ 4012 96,00} DL 7 [7020]1 40} £ ,0128 19,50 |

D See continuation sheet

Verbai Boundary Description

The boundary of the Joseph P. Hunt Farm is the entire parcel on which it 1is
located, as shown on the accompanying survey map of bhe property of
Doan Laursen.

l:] See continuation sheet

Bounaary Justification

The boundaries which include the house, outbuildings, and fields that have
beep historically associated with the property, maintain historic inteprity,
and convey the property's historic setting are being nominated to the
National Register of Historic Places. The boundaries follow legally

recorded property lines. : [ ]see continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile __Marvin Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian
organization _Granville County-0xford Historic Survee 12/3/87

street & number PO . Box_1556(State Hist. Pres. Off. te)ephone 919-693-1491

city or town __ Qxfard state . N.C. zip code 27565
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Granville County Deeds. Granville Coumty Courthouse, Oxford, M. Co

Grarville County Wills. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, M. C.

Imterview with Evelyn Breedlove, August &1, 1986 and October 28,
1987, preat-granddaughter of Johe Pa Humt.

Interview with Rette Lauwrsen, October P4, 1987,

Journal of Lauwrie G. Breedlaove, dated from tuwrrn of the century,
iv the possessicen of Doan and Bette Lauwrser, present cwners

af Farm.

United States Marnuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard

H., Thormton Fublic Library, Oxford, N.C.
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